
 

 

Nei anō ngā mihi ki a koutou katoa kua huihui mai nei i te pō nei! 

 

Welcome to all of you who have come to mark another year of the Phillipstown Community Center Charitable Trust - 

the PCCCT. 

 

Just like so many other organizations and businesses throughout Aotearoa New Zealand, we again have had another 

year full of ups and downs, starts, stops and pauses, adjustments to health regulations, and change.  

Therefore first and foremost I want to acknowledge the amazing gifts our staff have of being able to juggle the 

uncertainty, adapting to sudden change, while being creative and flexible in how we have been able to serve our 

community over the last year. It has been a big challenge that you have all risen to. Well done, and we as a trust are 

proud of you all. 

 

Over this last year, we have unfortunately had to say goodbye to Sandy, who worked hard to keep our grounds and 

gardens looking fabulous. However, we quickly found Simon to fill those shoes and he has not only taken up that 

challenge, but is also helping to strengthen our connections with rehabilitation services in our community by 

supporting WINZ workers and other volunteers in the garden.  

We have also welcomed Jack into our team to support us with our accounts. 

I would also like to take the time to thank the rest of our amazing staff and volunteers. Viviana, you are the 

powerhouse of the hub, and can really make difficult things happen. Natalie, you are the grounding force of this place. 

To our volunteers and leadership group, you do amazing work in getting things rolling and moving. Veg, Gerry, Jazz, 

Anna, Jacinta, Devon, and 2 of whom received Community Service awards, Sarah and Graham. I also want to 

acknowledge Gerard Murnane and his award from Keep Christchurch Beautiful. Also the Skillwize and Hohepa teams 

along with Salisbury Trust for your hard work around the hub. 

We have also had to say our goodbyes to one of our permanent groups, Fitclub at the Hub. That has opened up 

space for another much needed community space. We currently have 8 permanent organizations based here, with 45 

groups from our community and wider Ōtautahi using spaces here on a regular basis. 

With the departure of the technology center, and the hub whānau growing ever more, we are now also taking over our 

old community center space yet again and having a little shuffle around of services and use of space. With that, last 

year we mentioned the arrival of the “She Shed”, and this last year has seen progress with integrating that into the 

already established Kotahitanga space. Solar panels were added, which then allowed the space to become a 

functioning place to grab a coffee and chat. Along with this, a name was given - Wairuatanga. 

The Imaginarium that was also mentioned last year, that was designed and built by the children of our community, was 

this year shortlisted for the Resene New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architecture Awards 2022. We will find out the 

results of that later this year. 

This coming year we are happy to be partnering with Ara and the University of Canterbury in offering internships for 

some of their students. They will be supporting us in continuing our community mapping project, and event planning. 

 

Over this past year, there has been a focus in cleaning up our community with “I love Phillipstown” working bees. This 

has seen a number of working bees organised at the hub, at the corner of Stanmore and Tuam street, Nursery Road 

and Tuam street, and talks for Cross Street reserve and Olliviers reserve are underway. During these events, we have 

been able to partner with Kainga Ora, along with being able to support the CDHB with Pop up Vaccination stalls, along 

with support from our local neighbourhood policing team. 

 

In addition to our amazing staff juggling the challenges this past year has brought, we would not be able to do what we 

do without the support from our funders. I would like to acknowledge CCC with their strengthening communities Fund, 

Light Bulb moments, Discretionary Response fund, and Sustainability fund. Rāta foundation, Department of Internal Affairs with 



 

 

COGS, Lottery and Community Research Lottery Fund, Aotearoa gaming, Christchurch Airport Fund, Catalytic Foundation, and 

also MSD with the Flexi Wage Agreement. 

Thank you for helping us bring our vision for our community to life. 

We would also like to acknowledge and thank the CityCouncil and elected members for amending the Long Term Plan 

to add the Phillipstown Community Centre project, with funding of $245,346 in 2029/30 and $3.46 million in 2030/31. 

Thank you also to the Waikura Linwood-Central-Heathcote Community Board for their recognition of the beneficial 

services that the Hub provides and for their continued support. 

Also, I would like to again thank the Ministry of Education for their ongoing support and in January this year, extending 

the lease another 18 months. 

 

In closing, I would like to bring our minds back to why we are here. The mission of the Trust is that “we promote 

opportunities where people are enabled to connect, learn, share, and work together for the Phillipstown friends and 

whānau.” This is our goal and desire for our community. Thank you all for coming along with us on our journey as we 

strive for this. And again, if you would like to jump onboard more, please reach out. 

Nāku te raurau, Nau te rarau, ka ora ai te iwi - With my resources, and your resources, we will all be well. 

 

Tēnā rā tātou katoa. 

 

 

 


